Vesicoureteric reflux in patients with bladder tumours.
In the course of treatment of 224 patients with bladder neoplasms over an 18-year period, 44 patients were noted to have associated vesicoureteric reflux, bilateral in 12 and unilateral in 32. Reflux was suspected in 8 patients because of associated ureterotrigonal abnormalities such as paraureteric diverticulum, complete duplication of the ureter and gaping ureteric orifice, and it was diagnosed by micturating cystography obtained before the bladder tumour was treated. In the remaining 36 patients reflux developed after treatment of the bladder tumours. In most patients with reflux the clinical course was benign, but it caused recurrent pyelonephritis in 9 cases and secondary struvite calculi in 2. Five patients had antirefluxing ureteric reimplantation to control episodes of recurrent pyelonephritis. The pathogenesis and implications of vesicoureteric reflux in association with bladder tumours are discussed.